
 Our 2013 edition of Creative Global Relief’s Updates 
newsletter provides highlights of our recent trip and details the 
projects CGR is currently involved with. Our itinerary was very 
full but with the help of the Lord we managed to accomplish 
everything we planned. Thank you for your prayers and support. 
We could not do this work without your help. We appreciate 
you very much. Once again, our time in Malawi seemed to fly 
by. But we can truly say lives were changed  
through the powerful hand of God.

WHAT DID WE DO?
 Jimmy and Gale Strickland, along with 
six other volunteers, traveled throughout  
the country of Malawi. Four of the eight 
members of the team were pastors: Pastors 
Glenn and Donna Holland, Pastor Willie J. 
Boyd, Jr. and Pastor Austin Goodwin. Also 
traveling with us were Wanda Bishop on her 
first visit to Malawi and Anne Ouellette on 
her fourth trip to Malawi. We left the Norfolk 
airport at 6:15 a.m. on Thursday, July 18 and 
arrived in Lilongwe at 12:30 p.m. on Friday, 
July 19. We ministered to the needs of the 
people throughout the north, central and south regions of 
Malawi. We discovered firsthand how God uses ordinary people 
to do great things as we accomplished the following activities: 
 1. dedicated a maize mill at Mbwatalika mission center
 2.  donated musical instruments to the Chilanga school  

for the blind 
 3. visited gardens using treadle pumps and donated three 

pumps to Mpamba village, five pumps to Chinchethe and 
two pumps to Heaven House Ministry orphanage

 4. met with HIV/AIDS groups to offer moral and financial aid
 5. visited with church field officers to continue building 

relationship between CGR and the church community
 6. conducted evangelistic meetings and health messsages in 

five locations resulting in 229 baptisms. 
 7. conducted Bible school for over 100 children and sessions 

for women, men and youth during our first week
 8. visited Matandani church/school community to assess the 

progress since last year and plan for future development
 9.  met with the children in our Child Sponsorship program 

and shared gifts from their sponsors
10. met with directors of ADRA, Malawi to form alliances to 

work together on designated projects.
11.  distributed over 300 Bibles

THERE ARE ALWAYS CHALLENGES
 Because CGR is working for the Lord, we know the  
enemy will attempt to thwart our efforts. During our travels 
back to Lilongwe, he used a failing fuel pump to keep us 
stranded by the side of the road for several hours. But, once 
again the Lord was faithful. Getting a fuel pump on a Sunday 
afternoon is no easy task and to have it delivered to a remote 
area and installed is really a challenge. But God provided. We 
are always amazed how the Lord works things out for us even 
in very difficult situations.

MANY BLESSINGS
 During our first Sabbath in Malawi, we worshipped with 
the members of the Mbwatalika church. We dedicated a maize 
mill at this location. The funds were made possible because of 
the creativity and generous support of Tamara Netzel’s classes 
at Plaza Middle School in Virginia Beach. Her students raised 
almost $8,000 to purchase this maize mill and several other 
items that will benefit many villages. 
 The next morning, we started our travel to the north  
region. Our first stop was at the Chilanga School for the  
blind where we donated 2 electric guitars and an amplifier. 

Left: Jimmy and the pastor of the 
Mbwatalika church standing on the 
site for the donated maize mill.

Right: the maize mill 
donated to the Mbwatalika 

community. The funding 
for this was raised by 

Tamara Netzel’s Plaza 
Middle School students. It 

is being stored on site until 
construction of the  

building is completed. 
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Funds for these gifts were donated by members of the Norfolk 
SDA Church. We also gave them hand-made bamboo flutes that 
were donated by HaVa Flutes of Virginia Beach. 

PREPARING SOULS FOR ETERNITY
 The first week, we remained in the north region conducting 
evangelistic campaigns at five separate locations. Our first stop 
was at Mzuzu where Pastors Glenn and Donna Holland 
conducted computer training classes for pastors in the morning 
and evangelistic meetings in the evening. Glenn was at one 
location and Donna at another. 
 We then travelled to Luwazi SDA mission, where Pastor 
Goodwin’s parents were missionaries many years ago. Pastor 
Goodwin has a very special place in his heart for this 
community. He has fond memories and lots of stories to tell 
about when he lived there as a young boy. Pastor Goodwin 
conducted evangelistic presentations at this site. 
 Five of us continued to Nkhata Bay where Pastor Willie 
Boyd conducted meetings,Wanda Bishop told children stories 
and Anne Ouellette delivered health messages. Jimmy and Gale 
Strickland, assisted by Tennyson Magombo, Executive Director 
of CGR-Malawi, conducted meetings in the village of Chintheche. 
In addition to these five locations, CGR also funded a campaign 
at a sixth site in Mzuzu which was conducted by a local 
evangelist. Each night hundreds of men, women and children 
sat on the ground in open fields to watch and listen to the Word 
of God being presented. 
 These efforts reaped a total of 229 baptisms. At the end of 
the week, on Sabbath, there was a baptism at each locations. We 

celebrated with 
family and friends, 
shared lunch and 
presented a 
Chichewan Bible 
to each person that 
was baptized. 
At the Nkhata Bay 
location we also 
conducted Bible 
School for over 
100 children in the 
morning and in the 
afternoon we 
ministered to 
women, men and 
youth in separate 
sessions. We  
believe those that 
attended these 
sessions were 
blessed by the 
information they 
received and the 
good fellowship. 
We hope to expand 
these ministries in 
the future. 

CHANGING LIVES HERE ON EARTH
 The next three days we travelled throughout the southern 
region of Malawi. Along the way, we stopped at Chintheche to 
visit with village leaders and donate five treadle pumps. We then 
travelled further south to the city of Blantyre. While in Blantyre 
we visited the SDA Union headquarters and met with the 
President of the Malawi Union, Pastor Fraxion Kuyama. We 
also met with two directors of  ADRA - Malawi to see how 
CGR and ADRA might work together on projects benefitting the 
Malawian people. We also donated two treadle pumps to 
Heaven House Ministry orphanage.

      Our next stop was Matandani, an 
SDA mission, to assess the progress 
since our visit last year. CGR was 
pleased to see the amazing progress. 
Through the leadership and direction of 
a young Romanian couple named John 
and Lori, the school enrollment has 
increased in just one year from 35 to 
230. Praise the Lord for His 
faithfulness! Several of the buildings 
are being renovated and two new 
classroom buildings have been built by 
Maranatha. CGR committed to assist 
this school by donating treadle pumps, 
seed and the needed funds to repair 
their tractor and irrigation system.  

Top: Pastor Austin Goodwin takes the podium 
at the Luwazi mission site where he conducted 
evangelistic meetings during the first week of our 
trip. Jimmy and Gale Strickland look on. Below: 
Pastor Willie Boyd at the podium at the Nkhata 
Bay site where he conducted the evangelistic 
campaign.

Left: Jimmy 
shakes hands 
with the principal 
of the Chilanga 
school for the blind 
as he donates 
the guitars, flutes 
and amplifier to  
several members 
of the staff, two of 
whom are blind.

At the Nkhata Bay location there were 46 baptism in Lake Malawi. What a 
beautiful day it was in the Lord!

John and Lori manage the 
Matandani mission school.



 Thursday, August 1, we met with the children in our Child 
Sponsorship Program and their parents/guardians. We gathered 
at the botanical gardens in Lilongwe. We toured the Parliament 
building in the morning and were allowed to observe a meerting 

in session. On that 
particular day the 
Parliament was 
hosting a Youth 
Congress. They were 
assembled from 
throughout Malawi to 
address Parliament 
on relevant issues of 
young people. It was 

a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for the children to see their 
government in action and to see their concerns being addressed 
by their peers. This tour was not part of our itinerary, but God 
opened the door to make it happen and it was a highlight for the 
children and their parents/guardians. 
 After lunch, each child received their school fees, food and 
personal materials and their sponsors’ gift bags. They also 
received roofing materials to prevent leaks in their thatched 
roofs. All but 4 of our children attended the meeting which is 
excellent because many come a long distance and must use public 
transportation which is extremely crowded and difficult. 
 On our last Sabbath in Malawi, we attended worship service 
at a church in area 22 in Lilongwe. CGR funded the construction 

of 52 pews for this 
church. We shared a 
delicious lunch and 
later we met with men, 
women and youth in 
small groups sessions. 
It was a wonderful day 
of fellowship.

NETWORKING FOR THE LORD
 During our travels, we were blessed to network with several 
influential organizations. While in Blantyre, we met with two 
directors of ADRA (Adventist Development and Relief Agency). 
Deputy Directors Michael Usi and Claudio Sandoval Maitre are 
eager to work with CGR on various projects. Joining our efforts 
and resources will allow us to do much more. We ask for your 
prayers regarding this opportunity.
 Another God-appointed meeting happened as we were 
leaving Parliament. We met a member of Parliament who is a 
Seventh-Day Adventist. After we told him about CGR, he 
wanted to arrange a meeting with Joyce Banda the President of 
Malawi. She was unable to clear her schedule to meet with us, 
but she committed to meet with our Malawian volunteers in the 
future. President Banda is familiar with Non-Government 
Organizations and understands the beneficial work they do. An 
affiliation with her will open doors only God can imagine. We 
praise the Lord for these amazing connections. These alliances 
will allow CGR to serve the people of Malawi even more. 
 In conclusion, this was the best trip we have had to date. 
God provided for all our needs as we spread the Good News of 
His love and grace. Thank you for your prayers and support for 
the people of Malawi. Remember we are “changing lives here 
on earth and preparing souls for eternity.” 

Top left: Our children with the support bags and roofing materials. Middle Left and Center: Pastor Holland conducting computer training classes for local pastors. 
Middle Rght: Pastor Boyd ministering to the youth. Bottom left: Children’s Bible School. Bottom middle: Women’s Ministry session. Bottom right: Pastor Boyd and 
the two Bible workers, Joyful and Richard, at the Nkhata Bay location.

Our group in front of the Malawi Parliament.

Jimmy donates three 
treadle pumps to the 

leaders of Mpamba village. 



t was very apparent God was working at our 
evangelistic meetings. On Monday night, during the 
first meeting at the Nkhata Bay location, the power of 
God’s Word was demonstrated in an amazing way. As 
Pastor Willie Boyd was bringing the meeting to a 

close, he asked the crowd that was sitting on the ground, to 
shut their eyes and focus on what the Holy Spirit was doing 
in their lives. At the height of this very spiritual time, a 
young woman came running into the meeting with her 
hands held high above her head. She threw herself onto the 
ground crying uncontrollably. At first, it seemed a demonic 
spirit was sent to disrupt the movement of the Holy Spirit. 
However, it quickly became evident she was being delivered 
from evil influences and wanted to turn her life over to  
the Lord.    
 After the meeting was over, she was brought forward to 
Pastor Boyd. She was still crying hysterically and unable to 
stand without assistance. With the aid of our translator, 
Prince, we were able to get some information about her. Her 
name was Sally. She had no family or friends in the area. 
She was working as a prostitute and her only support was 
her pimp. He had followed her into the meeting and tried to 
drag her away, but she did not want to go. He told us he was 
her brother and she should go with him, but we knew he 
was lying and told him to leave her alone. It was very 
obvious Sally had been drinking and taking drugs that 
night. But when she heard the Word of God being preached 

from our loud speakers, she 
broke away from her pimp 
and ran into our meeting. 
After the meeting was over, 
she was brought forward 
and we laid hands on her 
and prayed for her. Pastor 
Boyd led her in the Sinner’s 
Prayer. She had nowhere to 
go, so the local pastor 
offered to keep her at his 
family’s home that night. As 
we traveled to the pastor’s 
home, she continued to cry 
and hallucinate. We prayed 
that God would keep her 
safe through the night. The 
next morning we found her 

in very good condition —No symptoms of withdrawal from 
alcohol or drugs whatsoever! God is so good!
 Truly, Sally had a changed heart and a renewed mind. 
She helped us every morning at the Children’s Bible School 
and every afternoon with the Women’s Ministry. She attended 
every meeting in the evening and absorbed every message 
from the Word of God that was presented. I’m excited to 
say that she was one of the 229 that went into the baptismal 
waters on the following Sabbath. After her baptism, it was 
agreed to change her name from Sally to Sarah. Sally in 
Chichewa means something that is useless or discarded. 
Sally needed a new name that agreed with her renewed life. 
Sarah, which is Hebrew 
for princess or lady, 
seemed appropriate. 
 CGR has made the 
necessary arrangements 
for Sarah to stay at the 
pastor’s home until 
September 9 when she 
will enroll in her first 
year of high school at the 
Lunjinka SDA boarding 
academy. Please put 
Sarah on your prayer list 
along with each of the 
other 228 newly baptized 
souls. Let us join in 
prayer that the Lord will 
guide and direct their 
paths and they will grow 
in the knowledge and 
love of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ.

MEET OUR NEW SISTER SARAH
A testimony of a life changed by the power of the Word of God!

I

Above: Sally, after she accepted the 
Lord as her personal Savior on the first 
night of our meetings. Center: the next 
morning, Sally with her New Testament 
and new American friend, Wanda 
Bishop. Right: with a renewed spirit 
inside, Sally needed a new look on 
the outside—she started with getting 
her hair washed and a new hairdo. 
(insert) Ladies from the church and 
our mission team donated clothes as 
she had nothing but the clothes on her 
back. Her face shines with the joy of 
the Lord.

Sarah receives her Bible from 
Pastor Willie J. Boyd, Jr. 


